
‘The free festival will not be allowed’ 
But returning to the police and army trashings of festival and Traveller culture in 1985, it 
probably reflected fear, and near panic, on the part of the authorities in the face of seemingly 
spiralling anarchy. John Harrison wrote of these various strands of alternative culture:  
“It was an alternative to the mad cities. Another important reason the authorities stopped the 
festival was simply because it was such an 
alternative to the status quo, it was getting 
out of control. The convoy was seen as a 
threat, described as an army and talked of 
as an invasion of hippies. The celebrations 
inside the stones on Solstice day were not 
necessarily ‘Pagan’ but it was a ‘Pagan 
temple’ and was supposed to be an exhibit 
and a ruin, not a revival of the old religion. 
To the church and state it was an alternative 
religious activity. Allegations of witchcraft 
and Satanistic activity were also made 
against the festival.” 
 
But even in the midst of this year, Bruce 
Garrard was still optimistic and visionary – 
his commentary is still as relevant in 2002. 
But then it was probably early May 1985, 
and Bruce was with the Rainbow Fields part 
of the convoy writing from a bender at 
Greenlands Farm, Glastonbury, after the 
eviction from Molesworth. In the Green 
Collective Mailing No 8: 
“We need to see Glastonbury once again as 
the people’s festival, and Stonehenge as a 
peace festival…These two festivals events 

are just events, symbols of what I’m talking about; 
what I mean is that if we can recapture the spirit, see 
ourselves once again as one, get back to the time 
when you’d notice someone on the street with long 
hair, make eye contact easily, and make a new friend, 
then the results are revolutionary.” 
 
Because a number of evocative accounts of the 
Beanfield exist – indeed I contributed to, and published 
Andy Worthington’s near definitive account, Battle of 
the Beanfield (2005), I’ve only assembled a small 
potpourri of commentaries here. Try watching the 
extended version of the events in the video film, 
Operation Solstice, and keeping from shedding a tear 
or two. 
 
The following is based on (among others)  accounts by 
George Firsoff in Robin’s Greenwood Gang Yearbook 
1985; Sheila Craig’s edited collection Stonehenge ’85 
Souvenir Issue; the Stonehenge website:  and Jim 
Carey’s A Criminal Culture? article in Squall 14. 
 

The actual ‘Convoy’ in 1985 was made up of groups who had come from different places, 
including the Rainbow Village from Molesworth via Glastonbury and the Peace Convoy from 
Bristol. The Solstice festival had always been the tribal gathering space. Some came via 
Amesbury, from Swindon, Yarmouth, the banned Tree Fair at Long Marston near Stratford, 
and some via Marlborough. Many joined together in Savernake Forest during the day of the 
31st May. The police had previously asked Lord Cardigan if he minded ‘a few vehicles – 
perhaps 15’, parked in the forest he owned. Estimates of how many arrived there vary, but 



there were certainly hundreds of vehicles and perhaps even a thousand people. From there, 
as Cosmic Martin recalls, “The convoy of Rainbow People went forth into history.” 
 
In fact, as the now numerous accounts of the events recall, the Travellers were determined to 
try and reach the Stones or at least hold some sort of festival-ceremony-ritual gathering 
somewhere. As Sheila Craig says, “…the festival was banned, but as we WERE the festival it 
didn’t seem to make a lot of difference.”  So, despite the ban by English Heritage and the 
National Trust and the existence of an exclusion zone of four and a half miles radius around 
the Stonehenge monument, the members of the Convoy joined together. On 1st June and still 
about six to eight miles from the Stones on the A338, the Travellers were confronted by a few 
tons of gravel and police cars across the road. Only hours before many had participated in 
carnivals in Marlborough and Amesbury.  Moving slowly back onto the A303, the Convoy 
found itself facing a second roadblock made up of police cars and gravel trucks at the Park 
House roundabout. Some of the Traveller vehicles rammed the police cars and three police 
cars were written off.  Then, according to George travelling with the Convoy: 
“The police began attacking the leading vehicles, smashing windows and arresting occupants, 
which caused everyone else to break through a field into the neighbouring field.”  
 
Five years later a photo of Helen Reynolds being pulled through the window of her vehicle 
was shown in court, which led to her successful appeal against ‘obstructing the police’. 
Gradually the Travellers were cornered in what has since been seen an elaborate trap laid by 
the police in Savernake forest. It was this trap that led to the events which have become 
known as the ‘Battle of the Beanfield’. 83 or 84 people had been named by the National Trust, 

English Nature and 19 other landlords in an injunction to stop them ‘trespassing’ on the 
landlords’ land, and ultimately in this police action between 440 and 650 people were taken 
into custody (Accounts vary. The Guardian 25/3/87 reported the outcome of the Police 
Complaints Authority investigation which reported that 1,363 officers had been involved and 
that 537 people were arrested, but that probably included people who had been arrested at 
the Stones as well).  However, the main point is that the  areas of land named in the 
injunction were nowhere near where the police eventually blockaded the Travellers. 
 
Alan Lodge, the Traveller photographer better known as Tash managed to get some photos 
of these events before he drove his vehicle along with others into the Beanfield. What 
happened next was witnessed by some people who were not Travellers. It was their accounts 
and testimony which eventually set the record at least half-way straight. On the evening of 1st 
June about 1,000 ‘police’, many of them from military establishments and many without 
identification numbers showing, moved in against the 80 or so remaining vehicles. Above 



them a helicopter broadcast the ultimatum: “Leave the field, be arrested or we will come after 
you,” and a little later encouraging the police with truncheons crashing through the windows of 
the vehicle-homes of the Travellers, “You’re doing a great job. This is the way they like it.” 
 
Nick Davies from The Observer  reported: “There was glass breaking, people screaming, 

black smoke towering out of burning caravans and everywhere 
there seemed to be people being bashed and flattened and pulled 
by the hair…men, women and children…Over the years I had seen 
all kinds of horrible and frightening things and always managed to 
grin and write it. But as I left the Beanfield, for the first time, I felt 
sick enough to cry.”  
 
The ITN film of the event, with an emotional narration from Kim 
Sabido, was tampered with; Kim’s narration was removed, and for 
a long time much of the footage was officially ‘missing’, some of it 
never to be seen again.  After a long-ish standoff, the events in the 
beanfield lasted about an hour. The Earl of Cardigan was there 
following the Convoy on a motorbike, along with his friend and 
Conservative Association member, John Moore. Squall  latterly 
reported the Earl of Cardigan’s testimonies: 
“These included descriptions of a heavily pregnant woman with ‘a 
silhouette like a zeppelin’ being ‘clubbed with a truncheon’ and riot 
police showering a woman and child with glass. ‘I had just recently 
had a baby daughter myself so when I saw babies showered with 
glass by riot police smashing windows, I thought of my own baby 
lying in her cradle 25 miles away in Marlborough.’ ” 
 



The Earl of Cardigan, one of the pillars of Conservative society, was attacked by the press as 
a ‘loony lord’ for 
criticising the police, 
and The Times 
(3/6/85) claimed in 
their editorial, “that 
being barking mad 
was probably 
hereditary.” The Earl 
successfully sued 
them and other 
newspapers for 
claiming that his 
allegations were 
false and added: 
“I hadn’t realised 
that I would be 
considered a class 

traitor; if I see a policeman truncheoning a woman I am entitled to say that it is not a good 
thing.” 
 
Tash later said, “I was directed to a number of head injuries that had resulted from the initial 
conflict on the road. All of these head injuries, Mo and I dealt with were truncheon wounds to 
the back of the head and some people were quite distressed.” The Earl of Cardigan added, “I 
shall never forget the screams of one woman who was holding up her little baby in a bus with 
smashed windows. She screamed and screamed at them to stop but five seconds later 50 
men with truncheons and shields just boiled into that bus. It was mayhem, no other word for 
it.” 
 
Sally, another of the Travellers: “From the road I could see Womble’s bus. He wasn’t going for 
it, but he wasn’t exactly not going for it either, driving around with his head down and the 
police throwing missiles at him.” Julie, his friend, observed the vehicles charging around the 
beanfield: “They looked like chickens with their heads cut off.” And like most others, when Lin 
returned in the aftermath at 2 a.m. the following day: “I was given permission to collect my 
bus from the trashing field, and went with a police escort to do so. However, the vandals had 
been working well, and I found my home to be wrecked to such a degree that it couldn’t be 
driven.” The only consolation was that the Earl of Cardigan refused to co-operate further with 
the police, and he allowed the Travellers to stay on his land in the Savernake forest without 
further police harassment.  However, over and over again, the Travellers found their homes 
and possessions had been broken, their engines shattered, wiring pulled out, paraffin poured 
over bedding, money and items missing. It was the next stage in the concerted attempt by the 
British authorities to de-commission an entire lifestyle. It continued in 1986 in further attacks 
on the Travellers and 150 vehicles impounded after the police led evictions at Stoney Cross 
and Hanging Langford. 
 
In May 1986, Alex Rosenberger wrote in the Guardian: “Festival people are convinced that 
the police action was much more than an attempt to stop one festival…once people were 
trapped in the field they were not allowed to leave…the attempt to smash the festival culture 
failed. What it did was to strengthen the belief among festival people and others that this 
country is already a police state.”  
 
Even Middle England and the UK’s straight press were rightly appalled at the violence against 
civilians which occurred. For instance, Michael Heaton in the Guardian (24/6/85): 
“It’s on a par with outlawing children picking wild flowers when everyone knows that the real 
threat to our flora comes from farmers and industrialists producing things nobody needs or 
wants. The ‘hippies’, anarchists and pagans at Stonehenge have nothing to do with the 
destruction of our heritage. They revere ‘the Stones’ in a way that millions of tourists, farmers 
and police could never do.”  
 



The Observer newspaper review in 2005 of the 
Battle of the Beanfield book and the events of 1985 

No judicial review or further investigation was ordered, despite the 
evidence of the Police Complaints Authority published in March 
1987, that “A number of incidents took place, in particular two 
separate incidents in which police were allegedly observed hitting 
members of the public with their truncheons…In the act of making 
the arrests some officers clearly used excessive force but it has 
not been possible to identify them.”  Altogether it took five 
gruelling years until 24 of those arrested finally won their case 
against the police for wrongful arrest, assault, and criminal 
damage. These reluctant ‘heroes’ have won their places in the 
Alternative Hall of Fame.   
 
Lord Gifford QC who defended the Travellers in the court in 
Winchester later said: 
“I think it was about 70 out of 500 (who were found guilty). 
There was a batch of people, I think, who pleaded guilty to 
various minor offences at a point. The people who pleaded 
not guilty were, with very minor exceptions, acquitted.” 
 
As Andy Worthington wrote in his ‘conclusion of sorts’ in the 
Battle of the Beanfield , by 2002 regular negotiations were occurring 
for access to the stones between the police and a number of others. Superintendent 
Jerry Wickham told Roisin McAuley that 
although there had been requests for a police 
apology with regard to the Beanfield incidents: 
“I find it difficult to apologise in respect of 
matters that weren’t in my control at that 
particular time”, but added, “I think the extent of the apology …has come about through the 
very fact that we are now sat there, working alongside everyone (at the meetings to discuss 
Solstice access) , and so I would like to think that our actions are the apology, if an apology is 
the appropriate thing.” 
 

Margaret Greenfields was part of 
the new Traveller tribe who tried 
heading to the Stones in the 1986 
and a couple of her photos of the 
stand off with police conclude this 
section. 1986 was not one of the 
happiest years for the Travellers of 
festival goers of the UK as is 
attested by the further police 
trashings of the Travellers at 
Stoney Cross. 
 



 


